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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Carbon Neutral on the Ski Slopes 

 
The environment will be the winner this year when Victoria hosts the first ‘Carbon Neutral’ 
Interschools Snowsports Championships.   
 
The decision to go ‘carbon neutral’ was recently announced by the Minister for Water, 
Environment and Climate Change, The Hon John Thwaites, MP at the Third Alpine Resorts 
Sustainability Forum.   
 
“I’d like to congratulate the School Snow Sports Development Foundation for their commitment 
to go carbon neutral … well done and I encourage other organisations to follow your lead” said 
the Minister. 
 
The Subaru Victorian Interschools Snowsports Championships is organised by the School 
SnowSports Development Foundation (SSDF), and this year, with support from the Alpine 
Resorts Co-ordinating Council (ARCC), the event is to be carbon neutral. 
 
As a charter member of the ‘Keep Winter Cool’ initiative, SSDF will use this event, not only to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions but, to educate the competitors on how they can help 
combat climate change.   
 
When entering the event competitors will be encouraged to reduce their greenhouse 
emissions by making smarter choices in accommodation and transport modes.  The residual 
emissions will be offset through an accredited program coordinated through the SSDF and will 
involve the competitors and participating schools. 
 
Rob Osbourne, from the SSDF said “We are pleased to be able to support the Keep Winter 
Cool initiative by holding a carbon neutral event.  This event will demonstrate to school 
students, how they can do their bit to keep winter cool”. 
 
The carbon neutral program will reach over 6,000 participants (including competitor’s family 
members) at over 150 schools.   The program signifies the commitment of the competitors to 
the future of our Alps. 
 
The carbon neutral interschools concept is part of the ‘Keep Winter Cool’ climate change 
awareness initiative.  This initiative is supported by the Alpine Resorts, alpine businesses and 
the alpine community.  Information on the Keep Winter Cool initiative can be found at 
www.keepwintercool.com.au . 
 
Authorised by: Brad Miles, Executive Officer, ARCC, 30 May 2006 
 
Further details contact: 
Rob Osbourne at the SSDF on 9813 4860 or visit www.interschools.org.au 
Brad Miles at the ARCC on 9637 9642 or visit www.arcc.vic.gov.au    
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Rob Osbourne from the Snow Sports Development Foundation and The Hon John Thwaites, 

MP launching the Carbon Neutral Interschools at the Third Alpine Resorts Sustainability 
Forum. 


